
SVKM JV Parekh International School, Ville Parle, 
Mumbai embarked their Youth Empowerment Mission 
to Bhilavale Katkarwadi for the second time on January 
23, 2016. A strong team of 62 student volunteers took 
part in the Day Camp. The team came prepared with 
many interventions to be carried out during the day. The 
school made their first day camp back in September 
2015.

Another group of student volunteers gathered some 
children and taught them basic English, Maths and 
Science. Volunteers expressed their joy and satisfaction 
after interacting with the children and teaching them the 
little that day could in an hour’s time. Another group of 
student volunteers set up two computers in one of the 
rooms of the village hall. There they taught a group of 
village students how to operate a computer and some 
computer skills. The village students showed great keen 
to learn as many of them got to touch computers for the 
first time. The computers were donated by Mind Genius 
Charitable Trust under whose initiative Anant Vikas’ 
Youth Empowerment Mission is launched and is being 
implemented across various under developed villages in 
Raigad District, Maharashtra.
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As the student volunteers arrived in the village, the 
villagers greeted and welcomed them. The Project 
Officer of Anant Vikas, Mr. Sajeed Sayyad, briefed the 
volunteers about the village profile and the villagers took 
them for a transit walk in and around the village. After 
the transit walk the student volunteers spread out in 
several groups for different activities. A group of student 
volunteers went to the outskirts of the village with 
village boys and filled plastic bags with rich soil and 
sowed vegetables seeds. The activity was done to show 
villagers how kitchen gardening can be done with 
minimal resources and water. Volunteers sowed seeds 
like cabbage, tomato, eggplant, bhindi, etc. They also 
planted medicinal plants like aloe vera, tulsi, ajwain, 
neem, etc. The plastic bags with the seeds and the 
saplings were distributed among few households to look 
after them. The student volunteers also encouraged 
villagers to follow these simple steps and create their 
own kitchen garden.

Student volunteers planting medicinal plants for villagers.

Student volunteers preparing bhel puri during community kitchen.
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SVKM JV PAREKH
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S C H O O L
LENDS A HAND TO BHILAVALE

Student volunteers from SVKM JV Parekh International School
during the kitchen garden in Bhilavale Katkarwadi village.
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A student volunteer busy drawing a poster

A student volunteer displaying her poster in support of education.

A student volunteer teaching English to a group of village students.
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Another group of students gathered some women in a 
house and taught them how to make chocolate candies. 
The group also made bhel puri as part of community 
kitchen. Student volunteers brought all the items and 
ingredients from their own homes to prepare the bhel 
puri.  

After lunch some of the volunteers performed a street 
play in the village. The play highlighted the importance 
of education especially among the youths. Many 
villagers and youths turned out to watch the play. The 
day camp concluded with the street play. Many of the 
student volunteers shared their experience about the 
Youth Empowerment Mission camp. Some of the 
students took note of various observations and wants to 
come back better prepared in the coming day camps.

drinking water are some of visible problems in Bhilavale 
Katkarwadi village. Hence, students made posters on 
those issue.

Student volunteers also brought chart papers and 
stationery items to make posters and create awareness 
through them. They made posters of slogans and images 
raising awareness of social problems prevalent in the 
village. Lack of hygiene, proper education and clean 

Student volunteers teaching a kid how to operate a computer.


